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LI  RAILROAD MUSEUM  UPDATE 

A GREAT LAYOUT TO OPERATE 

SCRATCHBUILT ICE HOUSE/TAXI STAND 

 
February 7 is the Winter Meet 

The Arduino—Regular Cannon 
Ball contributor Dave Metal pre-
sented two clinics on the Ar-
duino—a small mini computer 
for less than $20 that can do an 
awful lot.  It can be programmed 
to operate crossing gate, as pic-
tured here, or throw turnouts, 
produce random lighting effects, 
control signals, or operate a rota-
ry coal dumper.   
 
Small details, big impacts—Ray Muntz showed how a few finish-
ing details can go a long way.  It’s things like wheel stops, weeds 
poking out of abandoned tracks, and signage, such as  those that 
let crews know to lift snow plows or to blow the whistle.  Piles of 
coal, carefully placed barrels, nail holes, debris on the tracks, and 
even fish in a stream, go far to add effect, Ray says. Humor also 
adds. 

 
Sunrise Stirrings—It might be logi-
cal to think that the Sunrise Trail 
had it’s beginnings on Long Island 
or Manhattan, but no, it started in 
Bellows Fall, Vermont  in 1966 
(when Steamtown was 
still there).  As Bill Mil-
ler,  a founding mem-
ber tells it, it was in 
Vermont when a cou-
ple of people from the 
region wanted to start 

a division that focused on the fact that model railroad-
ing was fun. The Division hosted a Division Convention 
at the Garden City Hotel. 

 
Master Model Rail-
roader—Steve  Perry 
officially received his 
certificate from Mike 
Siegel, who heads 
the Achievement 
Award Program. 

Notes from the Sunrise Trail: Convention 2014 

Seasons        Greetings 

Mike Siegel’s photo of White Pass & Yukon RR Alco locomotives going uphill took “Best 
of Show” at the November Convention. Photo was taken from observation platform of 
third car in the consist. The train was traveling 35-40 MPH.  

Save the  Date:  February 7, 2015: 

Winter Meet, Westbury Library 
445 Jefferson St, Westbury  

12:30 p.m. 
The  Sunrise Trail Division will start the year off with  the 

annual election of officers.  Ed Neal, current, president, is run-
ning again, and nominations for president, vice-president, treas-
urer,  secretary, and directors can be made from the floor.  

But the Winter Meet is more than elections.  After the 
voting, there will be a program on model or prototype railroads. 
More information will be posted on the Division’s website, 
http://www.sunrisetraildiv.com/ 
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Hello members.  I enjoyed our Novem-
ber Sunrise Trail Convention and I believe 
that those of us that were able did as 
well. 

I also enjoyed the Northeastern Re-
gion Convention in Palmer,MA in Septem-
ber, and I do know that the few of our 
STDiv members who attended enjoyed it 
also.  It has recently been pointed out in 
recent NMRA/NER publications that 
attending conventions is one of the best 
member benefits that we can receive.  Of 
course this benefit is not handed out to us 
sitting in our armchairs as we must attend 
these national, region, and division con-
ventions to receive this benefit. 

Since I have again been an STDivision 
president I have felt it is the duty of my 
position to set an example by doing what 
I preach. I attend the conventions when 
ever possible. The annual Northeastern 
Region convention dates are now marked 
on our calendar in ink so that Janet and I 
do not plan conflicting activities. I look 
forward to greeting friends and meeting 
new friends every year. 

I have faithfully attended our own 
division conventions and meets since I 
joined many years ago.  As one of the 
division brass, I have gained several 
friends bysharing the rewarding project of 
putting on our show to share the pleasure 
of our wonderful hobby.   

While attending the award sessions of 
the Region banquet I have received recog-

nition as an NMRA Volunteer and as an 
Author, and have received many certifi-
cates for both models and photos.  It is 
really a thrill to be recognized for being 
good at something that I thoroughly en-
joy.  

I have decided to work on attaining a 
few more AP certificates. So  I have gotten 
out the models that had been entered in 
past division contests, added up the 
award certificates attained, and  learned 
what items are lacking for the next AP 
Award.  As a result, my models will be 
entered for the judges to judge in future 
STDiv meets and conventions.  For many 
of us, all it really takes is walking past our 
TVs to our hobby rooms to get to work. 

I have mentioned just a few of the 
things that we as model railroaders can 
do to enjoy our hobby.  Do attend con-
vention and meets.  Do build and display 
your models and mounted photos.  It is 
not necessary to win contests but you will 
improve your skills and could earn those 
87&1/2 points for AP awards. 

Just one more thing, again give big 
congratulations to member Steve Perry 
for joining the exalted ranks of our divi-
sion MMRs as MMR #547. 

 
Model railroading is fun when you 

keep on trackin’!  ED 
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president’s corner perspective / EDMUND NEALE 

mixed consist 

commentary / DAN SHEPARD 

It’s the classic story, about how someone 
got into model railroading through a Lionel 
train set when they were kids.  To be sure, 
there were Lionel trains in my past, alt-
hough I ‘m pretty sure they were my 
brother’s.   My story is different—I got an 
Arnold Rapido N “Gauge” set when I was 
about eight, and I have never left N scale.. 

Those Lionel trains went to a cousin 
and we hadn’t  seen them since.  But to-
day, on Thanksgiving, I was at  my Aunt’s 
house, and sure enough, the box of trains 
was there. 

She was glad we took them off her 
hands.  My college-aged son, Aaron and I, 
brought them home and set them up.  T he 
2-4-2 still worked.  And it was  cool to see 
the past come alive. 

But it is the future of our hobby that 
seems to be a perennial concern.  Kids 
today, they say, are too wrapped up in 
their smart phones and video games to 
engage in anything like a hobby that re-
quires effort.   

Others say that model railroading ‘s 
future is bright, with very cool cutting-
edge electronics  raising  the enjoyment of 
the hobby to new heights. 

I for one, am not worried about the 
future.  The present is too much fun! 
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AN UPDATE 

 Busy Year for Railroad Museum of Long Island 

by Dennis DeAngelis 
 
It has been a busy year for the Railroad Museum of Long Is-

land. Progress has been made with all three of the steam engines 
in the Museum’s collection: 

 
Steam Engine #1: Built by the H. K. Porter Company in 1928, 

the same company that built its bigger brother, BEDT 16, it was 
owned by the Defiance Coal Company in New Mexico and used by 
there until 1952. Changing hands several times, #1 was donated to 
the Museum in October 1999 by John Degen of Southampton.  

   
 #1 is an 0-4-0 type and a 3’6” narrow gauge engine. Over the 

past couple of years, volunteers from the Museum including some 
teenage volunteers and volunteers from the Long Island Antique 
Power Association have worked on #1. Work included replacing or 
repairing valves and gauges, and scrapping and painting the en-
gine. With the help of our volunteer shipwrights, the cab was re-
built. After a detailed mechanical inspection of the locomotive’s 
boiler in December 2012 and an unexpected eruption of a steam 
dome stud during a hot hydro-test in October 2013, it was deter-
mined that to fire up #1, the boiler tubes should be replaced, the 
steam dome studs be addressed and the dry pipe be repaired!  
This is not something that could be done by RMLI volunteers.  

 
An agreement was reached with the Strasburg Railroad Com-

pany Shops. On July 23, 2014. # 1 was placed on a flatbed trailer 
and off it went to Strasburg, PA.  You can view four short videos  
on YouTube—type in “H. K. Porter No. 1” in the search box.  At 
speeds up to eighty miles per hour, traveling on the highway to 
Pennsylvania, No. 1 was moving faster then it ever had on rails!! 
When the Museum obtained #1 it came with a specially designed 
trailer. This trailer has rollers where #1’s driving wheel rest. With 
this set up, #1 can be fired up and run in place on its trailer. 

  
While #1  was never used on a railroad on Long Island, it will 

be a valuable tool in teaching Long Islanders about steam engines 

and promote the Museum. The present plans is to have it running 
at least four times each year. 

 
Steam Engine #16: Formerly of the Brooklyn Eastern District 

Terminal railroad, #16  was acquired by the Museum in January. 
1998. It was was built by the H. K. Porter Company for the Astoria 
Light and Power Company in 1923 and was acquired by the Brook-
lyn Eastern District Terminal in 1938. It worked primarily at the 
BEDT's Kent Avenue (Brooklyn)  yard until 1961! Making it, what is 
believed to be the last steam engine operating in New York. 

 
The BEDT operated car float (barge) service from 2 locations 

on the Brooklyn waterfront and one location in Queens to loca-
tions in New Jersey, Manhattan and the Bronx making connections 
with a number of class 1 railroads. Its engines were used to push 
freight cars on and off car floats and shunt them around the indus-
trial tracts of downtown Brooklyn.  #16 is an 0-6-0T type engine.  

 
After 16 was retired it was stored at the BEDT's Kent Avenue 

yard.  It remained there until the crew from RMLI went to Brook-
lyn to bring it to Riverhead. When we learned that  it was going to 
be scrapped, RMLI made emergency efforts to save it from the 
scrapper’s torch. When it arrived at the Museum in Riverhead, it 
was placed on 2 I-beams temporally. Finally on February 25, 2014, 
it was put back on its drivers.   

 
More work needs to be done. It needs a good coat of paint 

which will require a lot of prep work.  
 
Steam Engine 39: Former LIRR G5s #39 is the jewel of the Mu-

seum’s collection and the reason the Musuem was started. The 
Musuem has made continuous efforts over the years to resore 
#39 to operating condition. Recently, the Museum entered into a 
long term agreement with the Strasburg Rail Road. To fund the 
restoration, the Museum has launched the Steam Up LIRR #39 
fundraising campaign. Check out the Steam Up LIRR #39 Facebook 
page for more information and pictures of #39 in action. Dona-
tions can be made through the Museum’s website. www.rmli.org 
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Reliving One of the Best Layouts for Operation 

By Jamie Soberman 
 

 Operations have become of interest in the model railroad 
community. The simulation of real railroad operations with 
crews; dispatchers and paperwork have become more and 
more popular.  

One of the best operational railroads I ever ran on be-
longed to a friend and mentor of mine.  The nameless railroad 
covered an entire basement and had all the elements required 
for an operating railroad.  Track and turnouts were hand laid.  
The ties were unstained and glued directly to the homosote 
and it all worked flawlessly.   

There were no grades, no signals, very little scenery, and 
no permanent structures.  There were a few boxes with magic 
marker drawings of buildings and a couple of flats drawn in pen 
and ink by an artist who was a regular visitor.  Sidings were 
labeled with pins and cards for the industry it would represent.  

This was an operator’s railroad.  Many of our friends were 
working or retired railroaders. They understood train orders 
and rulebook, direction and superiority of trains that dictated 
operation.  Switch lists were put together at the beginning of 
each session.  It does not sound like much but it was fun to 
work.  Two or three crews were able to work each session.  
Rookies were assigned to experienced crews. 

You had to understand railroad operations to run this rail-
road. Since this was a short line we had to keep out of each 
other’s way. It was single-track operation.   Operational control 
was manual, done by the brakeman with a flag and a penlight.  
The two grade crossings, marked with crossbucks, had to be 
flagged.  Communication between the cab and the ground was 
done with hand signals. Switches were hand-thrown.  You 
worked on the ground. 

Each section was block controlled by toggle switches on 
schematic boards that energized the blocks and sidings.  It was 
the brakeman’s responsibility to throw and re-set the turnout 
and the power switch at each siding. Just as it is done on a rail-
road switches had to be re re-aligned with the main when the 
siding was cleared. 

Hand uncoupling picks were used to uncouple cars.  These 
were issued to the crew as switch keys at the beginning of the 
session. All this operation was long before DCC and closely par-
alleled actual railroad procedure. 

This railroad had two regularly used locomotives. One was 
a kit built 1950’s vintage 2-6-0 mogul that was manufactured 
by Rex. It was a 3/16th version of a Mantua kit.  He also had a 
GE 44 tonner with a scratch built drive.  Both of these locomo-
tives were built with machinist’s precision. 

The rolling stock was sufficient for operation and was sup-
plemented by interchange supplied by fellow modelers. At that 
time I did not have a railroad.  I still don’t but that is another 
story. I just left all my models on his railroad. 

I am sure he had a scenery plan and a vision of what his 
world would look like.  In the end, I am pretty sure that his joy 
came from operating his railroad and being with those who 
operated with him. 

The owner retired and moved away.  This wonderful rail-
road was cut up and sections of it given away to his friends.  
The owner was my best man at my wedding and he gave to my 
new bride and me a section of the railroad as a starter piece for 
our railroad. 

That was thirty years ago.  This section will be included into 
the railroad just as it always was without scenery, flawlessly 
operational and a pin sign representing an industry named 
after him. It just has to dusted and powered up. Its minimalism 
and quality of workmanship stood the test of time.    

Norman Briskman MMR 63 
The late Anthony Capato MMR 327 
Michael Collins MMR 157 
The late Graham Harvey MMR 40 
William Lorence MMR 45 
John MacGown MMR 517 
The late Frank Murray MMR 85 
Walter Neumen MMR 205 
Steven Perry MMR ??? 
The late Roger Ramsdell MMR 155 
The late Ira Rothberg MMR 53 
Al Sohl MMR 305 
 
 
 

Remembering Ludwig Riemenschneider: Long-time member 
and former President of of the Sunrise Trail Division, passed 
away this November. He would have been 89 years old next Jan-
uary 11th. A member of the NMRA since 1965, he was an enthu-
siastic O-scale traction modeler and member of the Long Island 
Traction Society. He served in many ways on the Sunrise Trail 
Division Board of Directors and was a past representive of the 
Division on the Northeastern Region Board of Directors. 
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 Sunrise Trail Division Contest 
Howard Dwyer STD Contest Chairman 

 
CONTEST RESULTS OF THE 2014 FALL CONVENTION 
 
The Sunrise Trail Div ision’s Fall Convention of 2014 had  two 

entries to be judged in the Model Structure Category and eight 
prototype color photos, three prototype black & white photo’s, 
one black and white model and five color model photo’s to be 
judged. 

Ed Neale won BEST IN SHOW and 
FIRST PLACE [92.5 pts] and a Merit Award 
in the structure category for his scratch- 
built model of a Taxi Stand converted from 
an Ice House. (see story below).Ed Neale 
also placed second [64.5 pts] with his 
Crossing Guard Shanty. 

In the prototype color photo category 
Mike Siegel won FIRST PLACE [81 pts] for 
his photo of  “Alco Locomotive at White 
Pass & Yukon RR.” SECOND PLACE [80.5 
pts] went to Ed Neale for his photo of “10: 
24 E/B train at East Hampton.” THIRD 
PLACE [67.5 pts] went to Mike Siegel for 
his photo of “White Pass & Yukon RR at 
Glacier Gorge.” 

The photo entered in the black & white 
Model category went to Ed Neale [78 pts] 
for his “Rutland #406 at Indian Head De-
pot.”  

In the model color photo category 
FIRST PLACE [77.5 pts] went to Howard 

Dwyer for his photo “0-8-0 Steam Engine Over Head.” SECOND 
PLACE [76 pts] went to Ed Neale for his photo “Scrapers Touch.” 
THIRD PLACE [75.5 pts] Howard Dwyer “Freight Train entering 
Liberty.” 

If one looks at the above names {all officers of the Sunrise Trail 
Division] and the results of our model contest you would think 
something funny might be going on here, but sadly for the last 
three Division conventions they are the only members entering 
models or photos to be judged. It would be nice to see more 
members participating  at our 2015  Spring Meet on February 7.   

By Ed Neale 
 
I started my Riford Ice Company model after listening to a Ray 

Muntz clinic some 30 or 40 years ago.  The completed model  
earned a Merit Award, but my proof of award  disappeared over 
the years.  I reentered the model for merit judging at last fall’s 
model contest.  Now the model is again on my list for an AP Cer-
tificate. 

At home I assisted my son to build his version of the ice com-
pany and then I made a second model for myself —which under a 
controlled burn is now just a burned out sug-
gestion from better times. 

The model consists of two ends connect-
ed by a planked platform and the roofing pa-
per roof.  The west end was the ice company 
office; the east end was built for ice storage. 

The ice storage end had not been used 
since the closing of the ice company.  The 
painted ICE sign and the orange walls are now 
covered with peeling paint, as are the posters 
which are peeling off the walls.  Standing 
around the cooler door are drums of un-
known content, blowing newspapers, and 

droppings from the wild pigeons that live up in the roof rafters.  
The roof has been neglected except for a few repair patches. 

The old ice company office has been refurbished by the new 
tenant, the owner of the Sunrise Taxi Company.  He applied a coat 
of medium blue paint to the outside walls, cleaned and furnished 
the office, repaired the office door and the windows, and put on a 
new roof.  Time has moved on from the days of the old Riford Ice 
Company.  The taxi company now uses two way radios to com-
municate with the drivers. 

When you step off “The Rattler” you can take the short walk to 
Sunrise Taxi to catch a cab to your destination in the village.    

Riford Ice Company/Sunrise Taxi 
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To quickly review the first part of this narrative, it started in 
February 1975, with an ad I saw in Model Railroader for a kit to 
build “The Stilwell Oyster Car,” the prototype for which ran on 
the Kansas City, Pittsburg & Gulf Railroad (predecessor of today’s 
Kansas City Southern). I acquired one of the kits, only to put it 
aside until I could learn more about the car’s design history and 
how the KCP&G might have used it.  

It was fifteen years until I returned to the oyster car project; at 
which time various libraries, historical societies and museums 
were contacted in search of information. From the Smithsonian, 
I was able to acquire two 16” x 20” enlargements of the Pullman 
Company builder’s photos of the car, which the museum had in 
its archives.  

Back to Nineteen Ninety–One 
At this point it’s probably occurred to more than one of you to 

ask, “What about that fifteen year–old kit that got this whole 
thing started? Why not build that?” 

Well, by the start of the 20th century’s last decade, time, ma-
terials and modeling standards had passed it by. For example, 
compare the pre–painted and lettered model car side to the pro-
totype builder’s photo, both of which are shown below. Styrene 
was available in a wide range of shapes and sizes and the variety 
of super detailing parts was far greater than it had been fifteen 
years earlier.  

 
 
 
 

     So this had basically become a scratch building project, and 
as mentioned in Part 1 of this piece, when it comes to working 
from scratch, I am a slave to three–view scale drawings. While I 
didn’t have a three–view drawing of The Stilwell Oyster Car, I did 
have a great big, side–view builder’s photograph of the car from 
which to work.  

To create a scale drawing from a photograph, you need to 
know the full-scale value of at least one linear dimension on the 
photograph and then determine other dimensions as a function 

of that. A technique often used to obtain that dimension is to 
photograph the subject with a yardstick or other object of 
known length attached to the subject. When that opportunity 
isn’t available, you must look for something else in the photo-
graph, the dimension of which you believe you know. Wheel 
diameter, for example, is a typical choice because it’s usually 
thirty–three inches for freight car trucks. But the enlarged pho-
tographs showed clearly that the oyster car possessed more 
than just an air brake line — recognition that it was intended for 
use in a passenger consist. Furthermore, the trucks, which were 
identified as “Fox” in the Wabash Valley Kit instructions and ini-
tially appeared to be that in the More Classic Trains photo, were 
clearly identified on the Smithsonian enlargements as “Cloud” 

trucks. 
The Cloud was a pressed steel truck developed during the turn 

of the 20th century in an attempt to improve upon the ubiqui-
tous arch bar truck design. Fortunately, a dimensioned drawing 
of the Cloud Truck appeared in the 1906 edition of The Car Build-
ers’ Dictionary, a copy of which had found its way into my rail-
road library for use in scratch building rolling stock of that era. A 
portion of the drawing is shown above. {Gregg}  

As you can see, there are two-dimensioned verticals on the 
plan: “2 ft. 5½ in.” to the left of the text, “Side View”, and “2 ft. 5 
in. Empty Car” to the left of the text, “Vertical Section at Center”. 
Either of those allowed me to determine that the wheel diame-
ter was 33 inches, and using that I was able to scale other things 
in the photo and create an accurate O–scale drawing of the side 
view, the most complex of the three views that normally illus-
trate a car’s configuration. A reduced version of the drawing is 
shown below. Using a General 1251 model railroad reference 

(Continued on page 7) 

From Research to Model — The Stilwell Oyster Car 

Part 2 of the research saga / Walter Wohleking 

 

from Pullman Company negative 3936    Smithsonian Institution collection 

Red Ball / Wabash Valley Lines model 4570-12-76 car side    author’s collection  
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End view drawings from patent documents 

rule, the length of the car’s side on the full–size drawing scales 
out to thirty–four feet.  

With that drawing completed, anyone could be excused for 
expecting that the end and top views would soon follow and a 
model sometime thereafter. But that was not to be. While I had 
a pretty good idea of the design and functioning of the ventila-
tors and could estimate their positioning from the Pullman build-
er’s photos, the ends and width of the car, among other things, 
were still mysteries. {Part 1}  

And then there were those pesky Cloud trucks to replicate. 
Once again, The Stilwell Oyster Car project went back on the 
shelf. Further progress would have to wait until the arrival of the 
internet.  

Pause for Some Research Advice 
This is something normally placed at the end of a story. You 

know — the old let-me-put-you-to-sleep-again-telling-you-what-
I-learned-from-all-the-stuff-that-put-you-to-sleep-in-the-first-
place routine. But this is a better place (not to put you to sleep, I 
hope) because it relates to that completed side view plan draw-
ing and is advice of the don’t-be-as-dumb-as-I-was variety.  

When I first considered writing this piece, I went to my manila 
folder of accumulated oyster car stuff (yes, I still use manila fold-
ers in this era of cloud data storage). The thing that stood out 
immediately from the rest of the material was the side view plan 
shown at the bottom of the prior page, mainly because it was a 
graphic on an 11 x 15 inch pin–feed page among mostly hand-
written, typed or computer printed text on 8½ x 11 pages. Fur-
thermore, it appeared to have been created by a computer–
aided drafting (CAD) program. While I’ve learned to use a lot of 
different applications in the thirty-five years I’ve had a comput-
er, I couldn’t recall any of them being CAD.  

Working my way through the rest of the folder’s contents, I 
came upon an old 5¼ inch floppy diskette attached to the inside 
back cover of the folder. After rescuing a 5¼ floppy drive from 
attic exile and jury rigging it into my desktop computer, I found 
that the diskette contained two files: a word processor docu-
ment, which I could open and which contained the names of 
people I had contacted, their occupations, the information they 
had provided and notes about what I had learned; and a file 
named OYSTRCAR.CAD that I assumed was a CAD document con-
taining the side view and possibly more. The reason I had to as-
sume that is that I couldn’t find any application on my computer 
or anywhere on the internet that could open the file. {CAD}  

Yet what that file contained was probably the most important 
product of the research I had done thus far. Fortunately I had 
access to the drawing via the printed hardcopy. Without that, I’d 
have lost enough to possibly discourage further effort.  

So the message of this research advice pause is to make sure 
you keep collected reference material in a form that is available. 
While words and figures on paper will probably last forever with 
back—up copies stored in another folder, computer files have 
been known to become corrupt or unreadable and, as in my 
case, if you wait long enough you mightn no longer have an ap-
plication that opens the file. 

Most important of all, perhaps, is to keep clear and complete 
notes. The qual test for any good note is that someone other 
than yourself should be able to understand it and its relevance, 
because if your research takes place over an extended period of 
time (as mine did), an inability to remember details might make 

(Continued from page 6) you that other person.  
O.K. Enough research advice. On to ...  
Recently: 
One of the many enjoyments of model railroading (and most 

interests for that matter) is getting together and talking  with 
others about the hobby. In addition to face-to-face encounters 
at meets and operating sessions, the internet offers opportuni-
ties to communicate online via scores of groups or forums which 
concentrate on particular areas of interest. One of the forums I 
belong to, EarlyRails@yahoogroups.com, focuses on railroading 
at the turn of the 20th century and will occasionally contain a 
question or comment about transporting oysters or fish by rail. 
When that has happened, it has spurred me to search the inter-
net for anything new about The Stilwell Oyster Car, which has 
led to the answers of tome significant questions.  

Undoubtedly the most important, useful and amazing find 
online was a six page document. A photocopy of the document’s 
heading is reproduced below. 

That’s right! The whole darn patent was online!! All three pag-

es of text describing the car’s unique (and sometimes not so 
unique) features, plus three more sheets to contain the side, top 
and end views, as well as another eight drawings of details, 
showing the working of the roof cap/ventilators, the discharge 
hatches and gates, and other parts of the car. The collection of 
drawings is matched only by the descriptive text, which was 
probably provided by R. L  Langston, the Pittsburg & Gulf Rail-
road’s chief draftsman.  

To get a feel for the drawings included, I’ve provided  reduced 
copies of some below. The numbers on them refer to footnotes 
in the text, which are keyed to the drawing.  

Now I had everything I needed to create an accurate three–
(Continued on page 8) 

Details drawings from patent documents 
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view plan of the car as a prelude to scratch building a model. But 
before I could start, the following post appeared on Ear-
lyRails@yahoogroups.com and thickened the plot. 

Stillwell Oyster Cars 
Posted by:  jcan2x@hotmail.com cabooses2003 
Date: Thu Feb 20, 2014 1:45 pm ((PST)) 
There is an excellent article on the Pullman historical website 

talking about Arthur Stillwell's invention of this car and his KCS 
railroad and connections to Texas.  There is little other infor-
mation that i have found that gave more details about these cars 
(ie, how many, when and where did they operate, etc.) other 
than the fact that George Pullman liked oysters and built the 
cars so I would gather some, at least, went loaded to Chicago. 

Cyril Durrenberger kindly checked the ORERs he has from that 
era and found a reference to them in the '01 and '03 ORER as 
KCP&G car #A but no reference in his earlier or later editions . I'd 
appreciate hearing from anyone that may have more info on 
them or where I might be able to find some. 

John Canfield 
“Who are these guys?” I wondered. I was soon to find out after 

responding to John Canfield’s email with one of my own describ-
ing what I had discovered about The Stilwell Oyster Car and 
offering to provide him with any materials I had accumulated. It 
turned out that Canfield and his partner, Bob McGlone, pro-
duced limited run resin kits of turn-of-the-20th-century rolling 
stock, and they were gearing up to offer The Stilwell Oyster Car.  

John Canfield and I traded a lot of information via email and 
phone and found we had reached similar conclusions about a lot 
of the material, as one might expect. Then, early in April an 
email arrived announcing a kit to build The Stilwell Oyster Car in 
HO scale. Some of that email follows, not only because it illus-

(Continued from page 7) trates how two unrelated parties, working independently with-
out any knowledge of the other, were able to access the same 
information to reach similar conclusions, but because I could not 
have written a better, more entertaining summary of what my 
40–year on-again, off- again research had yielded.  

From: EarlyRail@yahoogroups.com On Behalf of John Canfield 
Sent: Saturday, April 05, 2014 10:02 AM 
Subject: Announcing limited edition HO Stilwell Oyster Car 

craftsman kit 
Bob McGlone and I are pleased to announce our latest HO 

scale kit, a very limited edition run of the Stilwell Oyster Car.  
The prototype was designed and patented by Arthur Stilwell, 
railroad builder and eccentric genius, and was built by the Pull-
man Company in 1897.  The car ran on the Kansas City, Pittsburg 
(KS) and Gulf RR built by Stilwell and a predecessor of the Kansas 
City Southern.  The KCP&G ran to Port Arthur (named after Stil-
well), Texas and he envisioned the cars hauling oysters from the 
Gulf to Kansas City and on to Chicago, partly to please George 
Pullman, an oyster aficionado.  Throughout his life Stilwell acted 
in accordance with “voices he heard in his head” and over one 7-
year period he built 3000 miles of railroad and founded 40 
towns. He unfortunately later lost the KCS to unscrupulous busi-
ness associates and sadly died in the throes of an apoplectic fit 
in 1928.  Eerily, his wife committed suicide 13 days later and 
both sets of their cremated remains were stolen from a mortu-
ary. 

We know that one of these cars, numbered car A, was built 
and there is speculation that a second car, B, may have also 
been built although there is some thought that shortly after be-
ing built it was wrecked. Car A shows up in ORERs for the KCS up 
to 1903 but was gone by 1905. Despite glowing reports on the 

(Continued on page 9) 

Side view and top view drawings contained in the Stilwell Oyster or Fish Car patent documentation 
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car in newspapers of the day, it is apparent that car was not very 
successful and its tenure was very short-lived. The car was, how-
ever, ingeniously designed to carry oysters inside 4 separate 
storage tanks containing seawater, necessary to keep the oysters 
alive in transit. They were loaded through the 8 top circular load-
ing hatches (which also served as fresh air vents) and upon arriv-
ing at their destination, oysters were unloaded via the 8 side 
hatches on the car using built in chutes located behind them.  

There are no plans available for this car other than the patent 
drawings we have which show no dimensions. A 1900 ORER 
shows the length of this car at 34’ but an obscure article from a 
Reading, PA, newspaper from the day said the inside length of 
the tank was 34’. In an effort to ascertain the correct dimen-
sions, we knew this car used a Cloud pressed steel truck and 
from plans for this truck in White’s American Freight Car book 
we determined the truck had a 5’2” wheelbase. We then scaled 
this against the patent drawings to determine overall dimen-
sions. This resulted in a car length of 34’ which agreed with the 
ORER. We then did another scaling assuming a 33” wheel diame-
ter on the trucks and arrived at the same result. We believe our 
calculations are accurate because after constructing the masters 
for the kit based on these premises, the height of the side of the 
car was 5’3” from top of floor to top of side, exactly the same as 
was stated in the ORER. We are, however, aware that some folks 
believe the tank length, not the car length, was 34’ and we men-

tion this in the interest of full disclosure. But based on all of our 
due diligence, we are reasonably confident that our kit is dimen-
sionally true to the original car. Finally, the prototype photos 
were also used to identify the final construction details which 
differed somewhat from the patent drawings in the side tank 
bracing and hatch details.  

Thus concludes The Stilwell Oyster Car saga, at least for the 
time being. There are, after all, some things alluded to in earlier 
text that won’t be addressed as promised, and lots to speculate 
about. For instance, were there more than one of the cars built? 
Why was it in service for so short a time? Was the tank length 
34’ or 32¼? How did Arthur Stilwell become a railroad magnate? 
And so on.  

But that will have to be fodder for a future issue, because the 
good editor is probably apoplectic about fitting all of what’s 
been written thus far into this issue. As for my 40-years of re-
search, I consider it a success because it ended in a model — not 
one made by me, but  a good looking, accurate model created by 
a couple of talented, thorough guys who in retrospect appeared 
to have operated in a research universe parallel to the one I was 
in.  

Will I build that O-scale model that from the beginning  was 
the object of my  travail? Who’s to know? While turn-of-the-
20th-century railroading still fascinates me, my interest in O-
scale seems to have waned a bit.  

And then there are always  
those pesky Cloud trucks to worry about.  

(Continued from page 8) 

Resin castings from the John Canfiled / Bob McGlone HO scale kit for 
The Stilwell Oyster Car. The kit included additional detail parts from 
Selley, Bitter Creek, Tichy, Grandt Line, and Wiseman, along with Kadee 
couplers and draft gear. Bethlehem Car Works Fox trucks were provided 
with detailed instructions on how they could be altered to  look like the 
prototype’s Cloud trucks, which are not commercially available. The 
price of the kit was $41, and it sold out quickly.   The model in the blue and silver livery described in the Reading Eagle 

{Reading, 1898} 

{CAD} An internet search for the filename extension “.CAD” 
did identify a number of applications that produced docu-
ment files carrying the “.CAD” extension. One of them, 
“Drafix”, struck a chord, and the following Wikipedia excerpt 
reinforces the notion that I used Drafix, a relatively easy-to-
learn program, to create the drawing.  

“Drafix was developed by Foresight Resources to run 
under Microsoft DOS, and was one of the first Windows-
based CAD software products… Among the features 
that made the original Drafix stand out when compared 
to the much more expensive AutoCAD (from Autodesk)
were the ease of learning, the variety of dimensioning 
available out of the box…and being able to draw new 
primitives (line, circle, square, etc.)… using keyboard 
shortcuts… Autodesk apparently found this product both 
a threat and opportunity and bought the company.” 

{Gregg} portion of Figs. 4425-4432 “Cloud Pedestal Truck. 
60,000 lbs Capacity. Kindl Car Truck Co.” from page 407 of 
The Car Builders’ Dictionary 1906 Edition, compiled by 
Rodney Hitt, originally published by The Railroad Gazette, 
republished 1971 by Newton K. Gregg / Publisher.  
Library of Congress 72-178915; ISBN 0-912318-15-5 
{Part 1} The reader might recall that Part 1 of this story 
contained an excerpt from the Reading Eagle {Reading, 
1898}, which gave the dimensions of the car, as well as its 
capacity, paint and lettering. That excerpt, along with others 
about the debut of The Stilwell Oyster Car and the oyster 
industry itself, was presented early in the story to set the 
stage for what was to follow. The author obtained that infor-
mation from the internet, however, which was unavailable in 
1991.  
{Reading, 1898} Reading Eagle, January 2, 1898. p. 3 

References — Part 2 
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November 1, Sunrise Trail Division Fall Convention, First Church Baldwin United Methodist  Church – 881 Merrick Road, Baldwin, N.Y. 10 a.m-5 p.m. Admission $7 
adults, $5 NMRA members; children and scouts admitted free if accompanied by paid adult. 
Nov 29, 30, TMB Train Club O gauge layout open house 12:00PM-4:00PM – 1110A Rte 109 (behind Intercity Baking), Lindenhurst – Admission free.  
tmbmodeltrainclub.com 
NATIONAL 
August 23 - 29, 2015 NMRA National Convention, Portland  OR  
RECURRING 
National Railway Historical Society Long Island Sunrise Trail Chapter meets 3rd Friday of each month at 8:00PM, Christ Church, Carll Ave & Prospect St, Babylon, 
www.nrhs-list.org 
Rockville Centre Model Railroaders Club layout open house every Saturday from 1:00PM–6:00PM, 200 Sunrise Hwy (basement), Rockville Centre, 516-520-2996, 

SUBSCRIBE TO 

Name:  _________________________________________  Birthday:  ___________  

Address:  __________________________________________________________  

City, State Zip:  ______________________________________________________  

Phone:  _______________________________    Scale(s):  __________________  

Email:  _____________________________________________________________  

Send a completed copy of this form and a check made payable to the Sunrise Trail Division to: 
Walter Wohleking, 5 Howard Drive, Huntington NY 11743-3032 

□   1 year  $7.00 

□   2 years  $14.00 

Name:  _________________________________________  Birthday:  ___________  

Address:  __________________________________________________________  

City,State Zip:  ______________________________________________________  

Phone:  _______________________________    Scale(s): ___________________  

Email:  _____________________________________________________________  
Give Steve Perry  the information by phone: (631) 744-6462 or email:                                    
seperry@optonline.net; or surface mail to: 6 Brookhaven Dr., Rocky Point, NY 11778-
9015.   

Sign–up with Sunrise 

AND JOIN THE NMRA FOR FREE! 

Just phone or email us and we'll do the rest 

Here's what we'll need to know: 

Directions to Winter Meet at  Westbury Library from Northern State Parkway: 
Take Exit 32 south, onto Post Avenue. Turn left at the traffic light (the first light immediately after the Parkway ramps) at the corner of Rockland Street and Post 
Avenue. Proceed two blocks on Rockland to School Street. Turn right onto School Street. Turn left at the next corner onto Jefferson Street. Use the parking lot for 
easy access to the Children's Library, the Historical Society Cottage, and the Adults' Library.  From Old Country Road:  Turn north, onto Post Avenue. Proceed through 
the Village. Just before the Northern State Parkway turn right at the traffic light at the corner of Rockland Street and Post Avenue. Proceed two blocks on Rockland to 
School Street. Turn right onto School Street. Turn left at the next corner onto Jefferson Street.  
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